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First Impressions
Do you remember what it was like the first time you attended an MRA conference? Or perhaps you have
not yet attended any and need a nudge to do so. In this section, two first-time conference attendees-a
pre-service teacher and a first-year teacher-share their experiences and impressions of the 50 th Annual
Michigan Reading Association Conference

Becoming a Part of the Reading Community
"The greatest gift we can give our children is the gift of reading."-David Bouchard.
I am a first year teacher, and this is the first time I have attended the annual MRA Conference. It is hard to
express in words the excitement I felt listening to my new hero, David Bouchard. The best way I can explain
how I felt is by comparing it to the day I graduated from college. You know that feeling just before they call
your name to receive your diploma, the feeling that sends small shivers up your spine and goose bumps down
your arms, because you know in your heart that you can change the world? David Bouchard made me believe
once again that I, a teacher in Lapeer, Michigan, can and will change the life of my students by teaching them
to love reading and become lifelong readers.
The MRA conference made it possible for me not only to hear David Bouchard, but I was also given the opportunity to meet and discuss reading with him personally as he signed his book The Dragon New Year. I feel
the need to share what he wrote. I don't think my enthusiasm has worn off yet! He signed, "For you Cindy, to
share with all those you love-Your new friend-David Bouchard." I am forever indebted to the planning committee of this conference for making a place as big as the Cobo Center seem small and intimate, and giving a
first year teacher opportunities to meet the legends of teaching.
As if I were not already on cloud nine, believe it or not, things became even better. On Saturday afternoon, I
attended Debra Goodman's session, "Reading Detective Club." When I walked in, to my surprise and delight,
there was a small group in the room. Two elderly people caught my eye. I thought to myself, "Could this really
be? Could I be sitting in the same room with Ken and Yetta Goodman?" I could hardly contain myself, but I
wanted to remain cool. I knew that Debra was their daughter, but was it possible that I could be this lucky?
Debra Goodman began speaking, and one of the first things she did was introduce her parents. These two
people were discussed and/or referenced in nearly all of my college courses. They are, in my eyes, the king and
queen of reading education. The atmosphere that the MRA created made it possible for myself, a first year
teacher, to discuss the many problems I had faced while learning to do informal reading inventories with Ken,
Yetta and Debra Goodman. The confidence this gave me is indescribable. I have had a permanent smile on my
face ever since.
On Sunday my colleague, also a first year teacher, and I walked into Margaret Mooney's reading panel discussion. To our surprise Ken and Yetta Goodman were also on the panel. We walked up to greet Ken Goodman,
old friends by now, and he took it upon himself to introduce us to Margaret Mooney. Can you believe it? On
Sunday, March 19, 2006 we were actually somebody, or at least Ken Goodman made us feel that way. As we
left the session, I had an overwhelming need to share what had just happened, I wanted to yell it from the
rooftops, but instead I just walked around all day with that permanent smile.
Ken and Yetta Goodman made us, as first year teachers; feel welcome and worthy to enter their world of
education. We were included in conversations. They talked with us, not at us. They will always have a warm
spot in my heart for that.
The 50 th Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference-Literacy for Life was a privilege to attend. It
is rare in life that something lives up to its hype. I was expecting to enjoy it, but only as an observer, an
outsider. Yet with every session I attended, I felt more and more a part of the reading community. I left on
Monday with a feeling of pride because I was a teacher in Michigan and with tremendous gratitude and
appreciation for the MRA.
Cynthia Morris
Lapeer, MI
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A Pre-service Teacher's Perspective
"Do I volunteer for one day or three half days?" I pondered aloud to my husband. "The bonus of working three
days is that I get a free hotel room and paid conference registration fee, but then I miss half the conference.
However, if I only work one shift I have to pay for my own room, but they still cover my conference registration fee."
"Well, since I don't want to miss too much, I'll only volunteer for a one-day shift," I decided.
There are many benefits to being a pre-service teacher, including reduced membership fees to content area
teaching organizations and free or reduced conference registration fees. In exchange for paid registration to
the 50 th Annual Michigan Reading Association Conference I agreed to work for 4 hours during the conference.
Considering my limited budget, it was a small price to pay in order to attend such an interesting conference.
Yet, one of the drawbacks of attending a conference as a pre-service teacher is deciding which sessions to
attend since you're not sure which grade level and subject you will be teaching.
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I'm a graduate student at the University of Michigan-Flint, and I crave knowledge. Although I'm receiving an
excellent education at the university, I want to take advantage of every opportunity to get additional training. However, attending conferences is difficult for me. It's not because I don't know anyone at the conference
or there aren't enough sessions to choose from; it's the exact opposite. Since I could be teaching any grade
level kindergarten through 8 th grade, it was hard to decide which sessions to choose, and there were so many
choices at the MRA conference.
I've attended quite a few social studies conferences with my husband, yet I've never attended a conference
as diverse as the MRA conference. I couldn't believe the number and variety of sessions available to attend.
At the time of the conference, I was researching the use of technology to enhance instruction so I naturally
attended as many technology sessions as I could find. One of my favorites was "No Teacher Left Behind?
Enhancing Education through Technology" by Ledong Li of Oakland University. He gave us a fantastic list of
web resources to help us enhance education through the use of technology. Another session by Eric Lemoine of
Beaverton School District taught me how Kidspiration® software can help support effective literacy instruction. I found the software demonstration so effective that I purchased the software as soon as I arrived home
and plan on having my kids use it to help them with reading comprehension. Eric generously handed out his
own templates on compact disc so we could use them immediately, which was great for me since I have never
used the software before.
Another great aspect of attending the conference was the vendors' stations in the exhibition hall. I've never
seen so many booths at a conference! Many vendors gave me samples and talked with me at length about the
value of their programs and how they could be used to create a balanced literacy program. Again, since I'm
not sure which grade level I will be teaching, I asked for an assortment of grade level samples so that I have
a variety of materials to choose from. Eventually I will add some of these samples to my classroom library for
my students.
Like many other attendees, I purchased several books to use to enhance instruction and to add to my future
classroom library. It was great fun meeting the authors during the author/illustrator autographing sessions
and I loved having them sign my books. I even attended a session by Kenn Vidro, author of Square Pears,
which was one of the most entertaining and vibrant sessions of the entire conference.
The MRA conference was, by far, the best conference I've ever attended. I believe that attending conferences
is just as important for pre-service teachers as it is for existing teachers. Conferences offer student teachers
the opportunity to make connections with professionals, get more in-depth training and learn about valuable
teaching resources. I recommend them for any pre-service teacher hoping to get an edge and enhance their
education.
Michelle Finton
Grand Blanc, MI
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